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2
Similarly, US. Pat. No. 5,908,585 to Shibuta discloses

MIXING AND DISPERSION OF NANOTUBES
BY GAS OR VAPOR EXPANSION

transparent electrically conductive ?lms comprising
0.01%—1 Wt. % of holloW carbon micro?bers and 1%—40 Wt.

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/218,631 ?led Jul. 17, 2000.

% of an electrically conductive metal oxide poWder. The
inclusion of relatively high percentages of metal oxide is

This invention Was made With Government support
under NSF-MRSEC grant DMR-9809686. The Government
may have certain rights in this invention.

required in the method of the ’585 patent to alloW suitable
levels of electrical conductivity Without impairing the trans
parency of the electrically conductive ?lms created thereby
by high concentrations of carbon micro?bers.
The electrically conductive ?lms described in the ’877

TECHNICAL FIELD

10

and ’585 patents to Shibuta are generally effective for their
intended purposes. HoWever, the ?lms suffer from certain

The present invention relates to surface coatings contain
ing carbon nanotubes, and more particularly to methods for

disadvantages. In the ’877 patent, sulfur-containing strong

coating substrates With non-entangled multi-Walled carbon
nanotubes. The invention further relates to compositions

containing non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes for

acids and oxidiZing agents are required to disentangle the
15

?lm. Accordingly, separate disentangling and dispersion

coating substrates. The compositions of the invention are
substantially free of metal oxides and sulfur, and do not
require harsh oxidative treatments.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

steps are required prior to coating the desired surface With
the electrically conductive ?lm of the ’877 patent. Further,
the harsh oxidative treatment required to disentangle the
20

Currently utiliZed technologies for providing protective
coatings, such as electromagnetic interference shielding, can
be divided into 2 categories: a) metallic shields or casings;
and b) thin metal coatings. The metallic shields or casings

25

are formed metal parts that sit over speci?c electrical com

ponents to be shielded. Alternatively, larger metal parts may
be used to cover the entire electronic circuitry involved.

Extra processing steps are required in the manufacturing of
such metal parts, often requiring a complicated geometry for
smaller single component shields. The larger metallic

30

shields Which cover the entire electronics boards are simpler
to manufacture and install,but increase the Weight of the
completed electronic device. In either case, additional costs
are added to the manufacturing process for the cost of the

35

metal, fabrication to the desired shape, and mounting in the
electronic device.

An alternative approach, Which is currently used instead
of separate metallic shielding, is to spray a thin coating of
metal particles onto the interior surface of the casing of the
electronic device. This material, Which can be applied in a
similar fashion to paint, contains very ?ne metallic particles

(typically nickel) Which form a shielding layer. The metal
particles must be extremely ?ne to alloW spraying, and
hence, the coating is costly. Also, the metallic ?lm must be

40

as the oxide acts as an inert ?ller Within the ?lm. This type

compared to, for example, inclusion of carbon nanotubes
alone (P. K. Mallick, 1993. “Fiber Reinforced Composites.”
45

(2d edition), Marcel Dekker, NeW York, NY; incorporated
herein by reference).
Accordingly, there is a need in the art for carbon
nanotube-based compositions suitable for use as surface

Which it is sprayed in order to alloW sufficient percolation to

adequately shield. The major disadvantage With sprayed
metallic coatings is that the usually plastic casing of the
electronic device is rendered non-recyclable. The nickel (or
other metal) Which must be intimately bonded to the casing
of the electronic device to assure sufficient EMI shielding

prevents recycling of the plastic casing, as the metal Will

degrade the plastic if recycling is attempted.
55

conducting Acylinders such as carbon micro?brils or nano

tubes as coatings or in dispersion to fabricate electromag

coatings for desired target surfaces or substrates Which do
not require harsh chemical treatments to alloW disentangling
and dispersion of the nanotubes. There is further a need in
the art for such compositions Which do not require the
addition of Weakening metal oxide ?llers to achieve suitable
levels of electrical conductivity, and Which do not inhibit
recycling of the plastic components of electronic devices to
Which the compositions are applied.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

netic shielding materials. For example, US. Pat. No. 5,853,
877 to Shibuta discloses treatment of carbon micro?bril

agglomerates With sulfur-containing strong acids such as

carbon micro?brils alters the surface characteristics and

chemistry of the micro?brils. Speci?cally, such treatment of
carbon micro?brils is knoWn to shorten them, reducing the
aspect ratio, and thereby requiring increased amounts of
micro?brils in a composition to reach a particular percola
tion threshold (Liu J., RinZler A. G., Dai H., Hafner J. H.,
Bradley R. K., Boul P. J ., Lu A., Iverson T., Shelimov K.,
Huffman C. B., RodrigueZ-Macias F., Shon Y.-S., Lee T. R.,
Colbert D. T., Smalley R. E. (1998) Fullerene pipes. Science
280: 1253—1255; incorporated herein by reference). This use
of increased quantities of relatively expensive micro?brils to
achieve a predetermined percolation threshold substantially
increases the production costs of this approach.
Inclusion of metal oxide poWders in the compositions of
the ’585 patent is necessary to impart the desired electrical
conductivity to the ?nal product. Addition of metal oxide
poWder such as antimony-doped tin oxide, hoWever, may
render any plastic coated With the composition unsuitable
for recycling, and further adds signi?cant cost to the process.
The metal oxide poWder also Weakens the resulting thin ?lm,
of ?ller reduces the mechanical properties of the ?lm

of uniform thickness and adhere Well to the substrate onto

It is knoWn in the art to utiliZe small, high aspect ratio

carbon micro?bers to form a suitable electrically conductive

60

In accordance With the purposes of the present invention
as described herein, novel methods for coating target sur

sulfuric acid and an oxidiZing agent such as nitric acid, to

faces With non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes

disentangle the nanotubes prior to dispersion in polar
solvents, for use in forming transparent electrically conduc

(NE-MWNTs) are provided. Advantageously, the present

tive ?lms. This disentangling step by treatment With sulfur

containing strong acids and oxidiZing agents is speci?cally
required in the Shibuta process to alloW formation of an

electrically conductive ?lm of suf?cient transparency.

65

invention alloWs the separation/dispersion of NE-MWNTs
and coating of a target surface to be combined into a single,
one-step process. In one aspect, the method comprises
dispersing NE-MWNTs in a solvent, applying the non
entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes dispersed in sol

US 6,908,572 B1
3
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vent to a target surface, and evaporating the solvent. The

NE-MWNTs, solvent, and matrices are substantially free of
metal oxide and sulfur, and may be selected from the ranges
of aspect ratios and diameters noted above. Suitable solvents
for this method include, but are not limited to, polar organic

NE-MWNTs of this invention are non-entangled as

synthesized, eliminating the need for a separate disentangle
ment step as is required in the Shibuta patents. Solvents
useful in the methods of the instant invention may include,

solvents, nonpolar organic solvents, alcohols, polymeric
resins, halogen-substituted organic solvents, or mixtures

but are not limited to, polar organic solvents, nonpolar

organic solvents, alcohols, polymeric resins, halogen
substituted organic solvents, or mixtures thereof.
The NE-MWNTs and the solvents useful for the present
invention are substantially free of metal oxide, resulting in

10

a stronger coating With improved mechanical properties.
The NE-MWNTs and the solvent of the present invention are
also substantially free of sulfur and are not subjected to

harsh oxidative treatments, resulting in a coating requiring
decreased concentrations of NE-MWNTs to achieve the

15

desired shielding properties. In one embodiment, the
NE-MWNTs have an aspect ratio of from about 10 to about
50,000. In a preferred embodiment, the NE-MWNTs have an
aspect ratio of from about 500 to about 10,000. In a

particularly preferred embodiment, the NE-MWNTs have an
aspect ratio of from about 1000 to about 5000. The diameter
of the NE-MWNTs useful in the methods of the present
invention may range from about 3.5 nanometers to about
200 nanometers. In an especially preferred embodiment, the
diameter of the NE-MWNTs useful in the methods of the
present invention may range from about 20 nanometers to

20

25

that is substantially contiguous With the surface of the
coating for a substrate is provided, produced in accordance
30

embodiment, the surface coating comprises non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes at a density of from about 10
35

non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes at a density of

40

the target surface.
In another preferred embodiment of the methods of this
invention, a desired substrate may be coated With
NE-MWNTs by entraining them into a gas carrier stream,
creating an aerosol of the NE-MWNTs in the gas carrier
stream by any of a number of knoWn prior art methods, and
spraying the aerosol onto the desired target surface. The gas

to about 10,000 mg/m2. In a particularly preferred
embodiment, the surface coating of this invention comprises
up to 100 mg/m2. In a particularly preferred embodiment,

solvent to evaporate. In situations Where more rapid evapo

methods commonly knoWn in the art as it is expanded onto

With the method as described above, comprising non
entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes Which are substan

tially free of metal oxides and sulfur. In a preferred

the desired surface is achieved by merely alloWing the
ration is desirable, the solvent may be ?ash-evaporated by

solvents, or mixtures thereof, and may be selected in vieW of
the surfaces to be coated to result in a NE-MWNT coating
substrate.
In still yet another aspect of this invention, a surface

using an expansion means such as a mister, a noZZle, an

eductor, or a venturi, and sprayed directly onto the surface
of the desired substrate or device to be coated. Coating
thickness is determined by the number of spraying passes,
and may be adjusted as desired to achieve the desired
coating thickness or ESI shielding level. Uniform coating of

In still yet another aspect of the instant invention, a
composition is provided, suitable as a coating substance in
accordance and produced in accordance With the methods
described above, comprising NE-MWNTs dispersed in a
solvent. As noted supra, the NE-MWNTs and solvents useful
in the compositions of the present invention are substantially
free of metal oxides and sulfur. Aspect ratios and diameters
of the NE-MWNTs useful for the compositions of the
present invention may be selected from the ranges described
supra. The solvents may be selected from the group com

The NE-MWNTs of this invention may be dispersed by
NE-MWNTs are dispersed by entrainment into the solvent

matrix surface by spraying.

prising polar organic solvents, nonpolar organic solvents,
alcohols, polymeric resins, halogen-substituted organic

about 40 nanometers.

any of a number of means. In a preferred embodiment, the

thereof. The matrices suitable for the methods of this inven
tion include, but are not limited to, polymers, glasses,
ceramics, metals, or mixtures thereof. The NE-MWNT/
solvent mixtures of this method may be applied to a desired

45

the surface coating of the invention has a surface resistivity
of up to 105 Q/square.
In still yet another aspect of the invention, a surface
coating for a substrate is provided, produced in accordance
With the methods as described above, comprising non
entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes substantially con
tiguous With a matrix, Wherein the non-entangled multi
Walled carbon nanotubes are substantially free of metal
oxides and sulfur. In a preferred embodiment, the surface

coating comprises non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nano

carrier stream may be any suitable gas, such as hydrogen,
argon, or an inert gas. In a preferred embodiment, the carrier
is air.

tubes at a density of from about 10 to about 10,000 mg/m2.

It Will be appreciated by those skilled in this art that by
careful selection of the carrier solvent in vieW of the physical
and chemical properties of the substrate to be coated, it is
possible to make the sprayed-on coatings of this invention
substantially contiguous With the substrate’s surface.

bon nanotubes at a density of up to 100 mg/m2. In a

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the surface coating
of this invention comprises non-entangled multi-Walled car

particularly preferred embodiment, the surface coating of
55

the invention has a surface resistivity of up to 105 Q/square.
Suitable matrices may be selected from the group including

polymers, glasses, ceramics, metals, or mixtures thereof.

Speci?cally, solvents are selected in vieW of the substrate or

The methods and compositions of the present invention as

matrix to be coated Which soften and partially solubiliZe the
surface layer of the matrix to alloW actual chemical inter
actions betWeen the NE-MWNT/solvent mixture and the
matrix to form a substantially contiguous nanotube coating.
Thus, in yet another aspect, this invention provides a
method for coating a desired target surface With

described herein are useful in numerous commercial ?elds,

such as for electromagnetic interference (EMI) shielding
60

insulating base is required. The methods and compositions
described herein are also useful in thermal conduction and

NE-MWNTs comprising simultaneously: (1) dispersing
NE-MWNTs in a solvent and (2) applying the NE-MWNTs/
solvent mixture to the target matrix surface to form a

substantially contiguous coating. As noted supra, the

applications (for example, for cellular telephones), static
control, or any application Where a conductive layer on an

65

Waste heat management, such as in backings for optics
Where “hot spots” may develop. The methods and compo
sitions of the invention may be used to create other types of
protective coatings, such as for conferring resistance to

US 6,908,572 B1
5
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ultraviolet radiation. The methods and compositions of this
invention are useful also in creating structured forms, such
as for example in producing vessel liners Wherein

smaller groupings or individual nanotubes, effectively dis
persing the nanotubes onto a target surface, into a vessel, or
into a process stream as desired.

NE-MWNT-containing materials provide static control and
anti-corrosive properties. The compositions of this invention
may also be used for Wear coatings and lubricants. The
methods of the invention are also useful for applications

Non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes useful in
the methods and compositions of the present invention may
be synthesiZed in accordance With any appropriate method
knoWn in the art and utiliZing any knoWn catalyst and carbon

requiring dispersion and pre-mixing of nanotubes prior to

source, such as catalytic decomposition of a ferrocene

formation of composites, and for creation of thin coatings of
sprayed NE-MWNTs onto desired surfaces to provide a

10

“primer” prior to electrostatic painting.
Other objects and applications of the present invention

duction of aligned carbon nanotubes: a step closer to

commercial realiZation. Chem. Phys. Lett. 3031467, incor

porated herein by reference). Brie?y, a suitable catalyst such

Will become apparent to those skilled in this art from the

folloWing description Wherein there is shoWn and described
a preferred embodiment of this invention, simply by Way of

as ferrocene is mixed With a carbon source such as xylene
15

illustration of the modes currently best suited to carry out the
invention. As it Will be realiZed, the invention is capable of
other different embodiments and its several details are

capable of modi?cation in various, obvious aspects all
Without departing from the invention. Accordingly, the
draWings and descriptions Will be regarded as illustrative in

and catalytically decomposed on a substrate such as quartZ
in a suitable reactor at a temperature above volatiliZation in

accordance With knoWn methods.
The NE-MWNTs suitable for the methods and composi
tions of this invention may be synthesiZed in a batch process
20

as is knoWn in the art, or alternatively in a continuous

process as described in US. patent application Ser. No.
10/ 141,423 entitled Process for the Continuous Production

nature and not as restrictive.

of Aligned Carbon Nanotubes, incorporated herein by ref

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying draWing incorporated in and forming

xylene mixture (AndreWs R., Jacques D., Rao A. M., Der
byshire F., Qian D., Fan X, et al. (1999) Continuous pro

erence.

25

EXAMPLE 1

a part of the speci?cation illustrates several aspects of the

present invention and, together With the description, serves
to explain the principles of the invention. In the draWing:
FIG. 1 shoWs a scanning electron microscope image of the
highly pure, highly aligned NE-MWNTs of the present
invention.
FIGS. 2a and 2b shoW complex permittivity of the
sprayed NE-MWNT coatings of the present invention When
applied to an acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene (ABS) matrix

In brief, aligned multi-Walled carbon nanotubes Were
groWn on a quartZ substrate in a reactor. The catalyst/carbon
30

through a How of inert gas (to exclude oxygen). The product
may be recovered from the quartZ substrates by mechanical
means. As seen in FIG. 1, the process resulted in a high

purity, highly aligned multiWalled carbon nanotube product.
35

at an approximate surface concentration of NE-MWNTs of

less than 5 mg/m2: (a) Real permittivity; (b) Imaginary

permittivity.
FIG. 3 shoWs the surface resistivity of an ABS matrix

sprayed With the NE-MWNT-containing compositions of

source mixture Was introduced into the reactor by injection

40

this invention at nanotube surface densities of from 0 to 300

In one embodiment, the NE-MWNTs have an aspect ratio
of from about 10 to about 50,000. In a preferred
embodiment, the NE-MWNTs have an aspect ratio of from
about 500 to about 10,000. In a particularly preferred
embodiment, the NE-MWNTs have an aspect ratio of from
about 1000 to about 5000. The diameter of the NE-MWNTs
useful in the methods of the present invention may range
from about 3.5 nanometers to about 200 nanometers. In an

mg/m2.

especially preferred embodiment, the diameter of the

Reference Will noW be made in detail to the presently

preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of Which
are illustrated in the accompanying draWing.

NE-MWNTs useful in the methods of the present invention
45 may range from about 20 nanometers to about 40 nanom

eters.

The aspect ratio and diameter of the NE-MWNTs may be
varied by any knoWn means in accordance With the desired

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

aspect ratio/diameter for the desired application. For

As summariZed above, the present invention relates to

example, using tubing of differing inner diameter (ID) for

novel methods and compositions for coating target surfaces
With non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes (NE
MWNTs). The methods and compositions of the present

the injector Which introduces the catalyst/carbon source into

invention may be accomplished by various means Which are
illustrated in the examples beloW. These examples are

the reactor may control the average diameter and diameter

distribution of the product nanotubes. Smaller (for example,
capillary tubing) ID tubing results in ?ner atomiZation of the
55

intended to be illustrative only, as numerous modi?cations

varying the inner diameter of the injector tubing used alloWs

and variations Will be apparent to those skilled in the art.
In one aspect, the method comprises dispersing non

entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes (NE-MWNTs) in
a solvent, applying the non-entangled multi-Walled carbon

selective variation of the diameter distribution and,

accordingly, the aspect ratio for the end product.
60

nanotubes dispersed in solvent to a target surface by, for

example, spraying, and evaporating the solvent. The
NE-MWNTs of this invention are non-entangled as

produced, eliminating the need for a separate disentangle
ment step. Expansion of solvent surrounding the
NE-MWNTs and any Which may have adsorbed betWeen
clusters of NE-MWNTs then separates the NE-MWNTs into

feed and catalyst and therefore results in thinner diameter
nanotubes. Wider ID tubing has the converse effect. Thus,

As noted, the NE-MWNTs and the solvent of the present
invention are substantially free of metal oxide, alloWing
synthesis of a coating material With improved mechanical
properties. The NE-MWNTs and the solvent of the present
invention are also substantially free of sulfur and are not

65

subjected to harsh oxidative treatments. Thus, the
NE-MWNTs are not shortened by oxidation reaction. As a

consequence, the coating materials synthesiZed therefrom

US 6,908,572 B1
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require decreased concentrations of NE-MWNTs to achieve

“Solvents and Non-Solvents for Polymers,” Polymer

the desired, e.g., shielding properties.

Handbook, 4th Ed. (Brandrup, Immergut, and Grulke, Eds.),

Solvents useful in the methods and compositions of the
instant invention may include, but are not limited to, polar

NeW York, Wiley. It Will be appreciated that the selection of
suitable solvent/substrate combinations Will be guided by

organic solvents, nonpolar organic solvents, alcohols, poly

the physical and chemical nature of the target matrix to
Which the NE-MWNT/solvent mixture is to be bonded. The
end result of selecting the solvent in vieW of the matrix to be
coated is that the solvent softens and partially solubiliZes the
matrix, alloWing an actual chemical interaction betWeen the

meric resins, halogen-substituted organic solvents, or mix
tures thereof. Speci?c examples of solvents include, but are

not limited to, toluene, xylene, benZene, acetone, ethanol,

methanol, DMSO, DMF, DMAc, MEEK, THF, urethane,
loW molecular Weight epoxies, quinolone, and tri?uoroet

10

the surface of the matrix.

Thus, in yet another aspect, this invention provides a
method for coating a desired target surface With

are dispersed in solvent by entrainment using an expansion
means such as a noZZle, mister, eductor, venturi, or the like.

In an especially preferred embodiment of the methods of this
invention, a desired substrate may be coated With

15

NE-MWNTs in a solvent and (2) applying the NE-MWNTs/

substantially contiguous coating. As discussed supra, select
20

argon, or any inert gas or mixture of inert gases. In a

preferred embodiment the carrier gas is air. The NE-MWNT/
solvent mixture may be entrained into the gas stream by any
knoWn device as described above. As Will be appreciated by
those skilled in the art, the fractional percentage of carbon
in the nanotube layer applied by the methods of this inven

tion Will not signi?cantly affect the processability (and
therefore recyclability) of, for example, a plastic piece to
Which it is applied.

30

metals, or mixtures thereof. Speci?c examples include

polyole?ns, polyesters, polycarbonates, borosilicate glass,
35

quartZ, mineral glasses, conductive glasses, silicates,
alumina, Zirconia, and the like.

prises the steps of:
1. Dispersing NE-MWNTs in solvent (10 mg
NE-MWNT/100 ml ethanol). Dispersion may be
40

45

In still yet another aspect of the instant invention, a
composition is provided for coating a surface With nano
tubes comprising NE-MWNTs dispersed in a solvent. As
noted supra, the NE-MWNTs and solvents useful in the
compositions of the present invention are substantially free
of metal oxides and sulfur. Aspect ratios and diameters of the
NE-MWNTs useful for the compositions of the present
invention may be selected from the ranges described supra.
The solvents may be selected from the group comprising

polar organic solvents, nonpolar organic solvents, alcohols,

noZZle of the eductor, it becomes an aerosol that can be
used to spray a thin coating of the NE-MWNT/solvent
mixture onto the target surface.

polymeric resins, halogen-substituted organic solvents, or
50

mixture of this invention.

As described above, uniform coating of the desired surface
may be On achieved by merely alloWing the solvent to
evaporate. In situations Where more rapid evaporation is
desirable, the solvent may be ?ash-evaporated by methods
commonly knoWn in the art as it is expanded onto the target
surface. Coating thickness is determined by the number of
spraying passes, and may be adjusted as desired to achieve
the desired coating thickness, surface conductivity, or EMI
shielding level depending on the desired application.
As is knoWn in the art, selecting an appropriate carrier
solvent in accordance With the desired target substrate
matrix alloWs the NE-MWNT/solvent coating, upon appli
cation to the desired target surface, to be made contiguous
With, e.g., the bulk plastic of the casing of an electronic
device. A more complete listing of suitable solvents for
particular polymers may be found in Bloch D. R. (1999)

suitable for the methods of this invention include, but are not

limited to, polymers (including thermoplastic polymers,
thermosetting polymers, and rubbers), glasses, ceramics,

In this example, coating of a desired substrate With the

5. AlloWing the solvent to partially evaporate betWeen
applications of coatings of the NE-MWNT/solvent

As noted supra, the NE-MWNTs and solvents are sub

stantially free of metal oxide and sulfur, and may be selected
from the ranges of aspect ratios and diameters noted above.
Suitable solvents for this embodiment of the method of the
invention have been described supra. The classes of matrices

NE-MWNT-containing compositions of this invention is

achieved by mechanical mixing or sonication.
2. Starting air ?oW through the eductor.
3. Feeding the NE-MWNT/solvent mixture to the suction
port on the eductor, either manually or through tubing.
4. Applying the discharge from the eductor to the target
surface. As the gas/liquid mixture expands out of the

ing an appropriate carrier solvent alloWs this NE-MWNT/
solvent coating, upon application to the desired target
surface, to be made contiguous With, e.g., bulk plastic of the
casing of an electronic device. The selection of solvent Will
be dictated by the physical properties of the matrix to Which

the nanotube-containing surface coating is applied.
25

EXAMPLE 2

demonstrated. The method described in this example com

NE-MWNTs comprising the steps of: (1) dispersing
solvent mixture to the target matrix surface to form a

NE-MWNTs by entraining the NE-MWNT/solvent mixture
into a gas carrier stream, thereby creating an aerosol of the
NE-MWNT/solvent mixture in the gas carrier stream, and
spraying the aerosol onto the desired target surface. The gas
carrier stream may be any suitable gas, such as hydrogen,

NE-MWNT/solvent mixture and the matrix, thereby form

ing nanotube coating Which is substantially contiguous With

hanol.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, NE-MWNTs

mixtures thereof. As noted above, particular solvents may be
employed With particular substrates being coated to result in
a surface coating contiguous With the substrate coated.
In still yet another aspect of this invention, a sprayed-on
surface coating for a substrate is provided comprising non
entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes Which are substan
tially free of metal oxides and sulfur. In a preferred

55

embodiment, the sprayed-on surface coating comprises non
entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes at a density of
from about 10 to about 10,000 mg/m2. In a particularly

preferred embodiment, the surface coating of this invention
comprises non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes at
60

a density of up to 100 mg/m2. In a particularly preferred
embodiment, the surface coating of the invention has a

surface resistivity of up to 105 Q/square.
The sprayed-on nanotube coatings of this invention are
useful for numerous applications such as EMI shielding or
65

other protective coatings, static control, and the like.
Example 3 demonstrates the complex permittivity of sub
strates coated With the sprayed nanotube compositions of

US 6,908,572 B1
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this invention. As is known in the art, permittivity is a

matrices may be selected from the group including

property of material that indicates hoW much polarization
occurs When an electric ?eld is applied. Complex permit
tivity is a property that describes both polariZation and
absorption of energy. Real permittivity is related to
polariZation, While imaginary permittivity is related to

polymers, glasses, ceramics, metals, or mixtures thereof.
EXAMPLE 5

10 mg of NE-MWNTs, synthesiZed as described supra,
are dispersed by ultrasonication into 100 ml of xylene, and

energy absorption.

sprayed onto high impact polystyrene. The xylene is then
evaporated. The selection of xylene as solvent results in a
surface coating of NE-MWNTs Which is substantially con

EXAMPLE 3

FIGS. 2a and 2b shoW the real (FIG. 2a) and imaginary

10

(FIG. 2b) permittivity of an acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene

tiguous With the surface of the high impact polystyrene
matrix. Surface resistivity is less than 105 Q/square. The

resulting NE-MWNT-coated high impact polystyrene is

(ABS) polymer matrix coated With the NE-MWNT compo
sitions of the present invention. The compositions of the

suitable for use in electrostatic packaging materials.

invention Were produced and applied to the ABS matrix as

described in Example 2, except that tetrahydrofuran (TNF)

10 mg of NE-MWNTs, synthesiZed as described supra,
are dispersed by ultrasonication into 100 ml of xylene, and

nanotube coating substantially contiguous With the surface
of the ABS matrix. The composition of this invention is
compared With a knoWn technology for use in EMI shielding
of small electronic devices, speci?cally a poWdered nickel

sprayed onto polystyrene. The xylene is then evaporated.
20

coating. The approximate surface concentration of the
NE-MWNT coating is less than 5 mg/m2.
As clearly demonstrated in FIGS. 2a and 2b, the permit

tivity of the NE-MWNT(35B)-coated material is signi?
cantly higher than that of the nickel coating (Ni) over the

25

effective EMI shielding material than knoWn coatings used
in the art such as nickel coatings, Without the associated

The selection of xylene as solvent results in a surface coating

of NE-MWNTs Which is substantially contiguous With the
surface of the polystyrene matrix. Surface resistivity is less
than 105 Q/square. The resulting NE-MWNT-coating con
tiguous With the polystyrene matrix serves as a base or

frequency range 0 to 2000 MHZ. This demonstrates that the
NE-MWNT coating of the present invention is a more

environmental and polymer recycling de?ciencies of metal

EXAMPLE 6

15

Was selected as the solvent to alloW formation of a surface

30

primer coat to alloW electrostatic painting.
It Will be appreciated that spraying the NE-MWNT
containing compositions of this invention in accordance
With the methods described herein onto particular surfaces
and under particular conditions may also be used for effect
ing alignment of nanotubes in the ?nal product. For
example, spraying onto a surface Which is subjected to a

lic coatings.

magnetic, electric, or electromagnetic ?eld may be used to

The ability to control surface resistivity, and thereby
control such properties as EMI shielding strength or static
control properties, is desirable in many applications. Surface

35

resistivity is a measure of the electrical resistance of the
surface of a substrate such as a plastic. Example 4 demon

strates the ability of the methods and compositions of the

present invention to control surface resistivity by altering the
surface density of the NE-MWNT coating of the invention.

40

EXAMPLE 4

Surface resistivity of an ABS substrate coated With the
NE-MWNT compositions of this invention as described in
Examples 2 and 3 Was determined by measuring an electri

cal current passing along the surface of the substrate. As
seen in FIG. 3, by varying the surface density of the
NE-MWNT coating from 0 to 300 mg/m2, surface resistivity
of the substrate Was varied from 1011 Q/square to less than
103 Q/square. Accordingly, a desired surface resistivity, in
accordance With the desired application for the surface or

45
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device to be coated With the NE-MWNT-containing com

55

ings for substrates are provided comprising non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes substantially contiguous
With a matrix, Wherein the non-entangled multi-Walled car
bon nanotubes are substantially free of metal oxides and
sulfur. In a preferred embodiment, the surface coating com
prises non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes at a

advantages over currently employed technologies. Due to
the high aspect ratio of the NE-MWNTs, relatively little
nanotube material is required to provide a desired percola
tion threshold, and hence EMI shielding capability, static
control capability, etc. compared to currently used technolo

positions of this invention, may be achieved by altering the
?nal nanotube surface density of the coating.
In still yet another aspect of the invention, surface coat

align the nanotubes in relation to the substrate on Which they
are sprayed. Accordingly, this method Would alloW the
production of shaped or molded NE-MWNT composite
forms. Further, applying an electrical potential difference
betWeen the target surface and the spray apparatus (as is
done in current electrostatic painting techniques) may also
desirably be used to align the nanotubes in relation to the
surface to Which they are applied.
As described herein and demonstrated in the foregoing
examples, the present invention, providing a method and
composition for applying a In thin layer of nanotubes in a
carrier solvent to a surface by spraying provides numerous

gies. This high aspect ratio alloWs less material to be used to
achieve better surface coverage and conductivity in the
shielded material. The coating of the present invention adds

little Weight to the ?nished product. The coating is easily
applied, and by choosing the appropriate carrier solvent is
made contiguous With, for example, plastic substrates. The
nanotube compositions of this invention do not impair
recyclability of substrates to Which they are applied, and
further do not lessen the mechanical properties of the
substrates as do current metal particle-based technologies.

density of from about 10 to about 10,000 mg/m2. In a

Advantageously, the present invention provides the further
advantage of combining the separation/dispersion of the
nanotubes and the coating application into a single step

particularly preferred embodiment, the surface coating of

process.

60

The foregoing description of preferred embodiments of

this invention comprises non-entangled multi-Walled carbon
nanotubes at a density of up to 100 mg/m2. In a particularly

65

the invention has been presented for purposes of illustration

preferred embodiment, the surface coating of the invention

and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit

has a surface resistivity of up to 105 Q/square. Suitable

the invention to the precise form disclosed. Obvious modi

US 6,908,572 B1
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?cations or variations are possible in light of the above
teachings. The embodiments Were chosen and described to

said solvent then being ?ash-evaporated as it is expanded
onto said target surface.

provide the best illustration of the principles of the invention
and its practical application to thereby enable one of ordi

13. The method of claim 1, Wherein coating of said target

nary skill in the art to utiliZe the invention in various

surface With said non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nano
tubes includes the steps of:

embodiments and With various modi?cations as are suited to

entraining said non-entangled multi-Walled carbon nano

the particular use contemplated. All such modi?cations and

tubes dispersed in a solvent into a gas carrier stream;

variations are Within the scope of the invention as deter

mined by the appended claims When interpreted in accor
dance With the breadth to Which they are fairly, legally and

10

equitably entitled.
What is claimed is:
1. Amethod for conferring surface conductivity to a target

stream is air.

15. A method for conferring surface conductivity to a

surface comprising:

target surface comprising:

simultaneously dispersing non-entangled multi-Walled

simultaneously dispersing non-entangled multi-Walled

carbon nanotubes in a solvent and applying said non

carbon nanotubes in a solvent and applying said non

entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes dispersed in

entangled multi-Walled carbon nanotubes dispersed in

solvent to the target surface; and

evaporating said solvent;
Wherein the nanotubes are not treated With an oxidiZing

solvent to a matrix to form a substantially contiguous
20

agent.

16. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes, said solvent, and said matrix

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes and said solvent are substan
25

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes and said solvent are substan

tially free of sulfur.
4. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes and said solvent are substan

tially free of metal oxide and sulfur.
5. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

are substantially free of metal oxide.

17. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes, said solvent, and said matrix
are substantially free of sulfur.

30

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have an aspect ratio of from
about 10 to about 50,000.
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have an aspect ratio of from
about 500 to about 10,000.

surface coating;
Wherein the nanotubes are not treated With an oxidiZing

agent.

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

tially free of metal oxide.
3. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

creating an aerosol of said non-entangled multi-Walled
carbon nanotubes in said gas carrier stream; and
spraying said aerosol onto said target surface.
14. The method of claim 13, Wherein said gas carrier

35

18. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes, said solvent, and said matrix
are substantially free of metal oxide and sulfur.
19. The method of claim 15 Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have an aspect ratio of from
about 10 to about 50,000.

20. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have an aspect ratio of from
about 500 to about 10,000.

7. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

21. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have an aspect ratio of from
about 1000 to about 5000.

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have an aspect ratio of from
about 1000 to about 5000.

8. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

40

22. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have a diameter of from
about 3.5 nanometers to about 200 nanometers.

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have a diameter of from
about 3.5 nanometers to about 200 nanometers.

9. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled

23. The method of claim 15, Wherein said non-entangled

multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have a diameter of from 45 multi-Walled carbon nanotubes have a diameter of from
about 20 nanometers to about 40 nanometers.
about 20 nanometers to about 40 nanometers.

10. The method of claim 1, Wherein said solvent is

24. The method of claim 15, Wherein said solvent is

selected from the group consisting of polar organic solvents,

selected from the group including polar organic solvents,

nonpolar organic solvents, alcohols, polymeric resins,

nonpolar organic solvents, alcohols, polymeric resins,

halogen-substituted organic solvents, and mixtures thereof.

halogen-substituted organic solvents and mixtures thereof.

11. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes are dispersed by entrainment
in said solvent by passage through an expansion means.
12. The method of claim 1, Wherein said non-entangled
multi-Walled carbon nanotubes are mixed With said solvent,

25. The method of claim 15, Wherein said matrix is

selected from the group consisting of polymers, glasses,
ceramics, metals and mixtures thereof.

